
HAWAI’I COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

College Council Meeting Minutes 

Conference Room 6A & WH Admin. Conf. Rm. 

September 14, 2012 

12:00 – 1:15pm 

 

 

Members Present: Joni Onishi, Debbie Shigehara, Monica Burnett, Marilyn Bader, Shana Kojiro, 

Tony Kent, Manai Kalua, and Dorinna Manuel-Cortez.  In West Hawaii via polycom: Beth Sanders, 

Hazel Reece, and Tanya Dean 

 

Members Excused: Noreen Yamane, Jason Cifra, Jim Yoshida, Guy Kimura, Joyce Hamasaki, 

Wendy Medeiros, and Taupouri Tangaro 

 

Guests:  James Kiley and Misty Carmichael 

 

 

1. Call to Order - Chair Monica Burnett called the meeting to order at 12:07pm.  Quorum was 

established. 

 

2. Approve minutes from August 24, 2012 – Minutes were approved with the following 

corrections: 

a. Item#4, #1 Chancellor’s Update – Laurie should be Loretta 

b. Item#11c, AAS & ACCJC Update – Change to the following: AAS program primarily in 

the CTE programs are exercising various options to bring programs in compliance with 

ACCJC requirements.  Some programs are electing to change AAS to AS, or keep AAS 

and add English 100 and Math 100 as requirements.  Curriculum changes must be 

submitted to Senate Review Committee by Oct. 1.  These changes are being implemented 

before the site visit. 

 

Motion to approve minutes by Dorinna Manuel-Cortez 

Seconded by Debbie Shigehara 

 

3. Recognition - Kudos to Tanya Dean in West Hawaii for sending out a summary of College 

Council’s last meeting to their constituencies and strengthening communication between 

representative and constituencies.  

 

4. Chancellor’s Update – Chancellor Noreen Yamane (read by Shana Kojiro) 

a. Hawai‘i Graduation Summit II – Oct 11-12 (Hawai‘i Completion Academy) 

HawCC Team:  Joni Onishi, Joyce Hamasaki, James Schumaker, Jeanne Ryan, Beth Sanders, 

Grace Funai, Jason Cifra, Jason Santos, Noreen Yamane 

 

Purpose: Provide intensive time for ten campus teams to dig deep into their data and update 

action strategies that will have high impact on completion at their respective campuses.  In 

addition, the academy will help us look systemically across 10 UH campuses and focus on 



actions that build upon each other. The academy in part is funded by Complete College 

America (CCA).  They will provide tools and technical assistance to support our work.  

 

b. Sept 12 (Wed):  The Governor has approved our allotment request for $500,000 for Hawaii 

Community College's LRDP.  Details are available at the following link: 

 

 https://www.hawaii.edu/cip/viewAllotmentPdf.action?allotmentId=14261%26a 

 

c. Nico Verissimo: Under the VP, Marketing & Communications, Alumni & donors Relations, 

Nico has been appointed as the Director of Alumni Engagement for Hawai‘i Island.  She will 

be working very closely with HawCC and UHH and our island community to engage our 

alumni with our campuses.  She is located on the UHH campus next to Margaret Shiba 

 

d. Senate Concurrent Resolution calls for the creation of a 10-member exploratory committee to 

consider the establishment of an international aviation training center at the Hilo 

International Airport and an advance aviation degree training program at the University of 

Hawai‘i at Hilo.  HawCC and UHH will send two representatives to sit on this committee.  

 

e. I have appointed a committee to review and make recommendations to the Ho`olulu Council 

Charter.  Ho`olulu is chaired by Noe Noe Wong-Wilson.  Noe Noe and Pearla are the 

campus’s representatives to Pukoa Council. 

 

Charter Review Committee:  Noe Noe, Taupori, Kekuhi, Manaai, Kalani, and Pua 

 

f. Strongly encourage faculty and staff to attend VP John Morton’s Fall 2012 Campus visit on 

Sept 19, 2-4 pm. Manono Cafeteria 

 

g.  Technology Master Plan (TMP)  

Planning Process:   Planning dates are October 5, October 26, and November 16, with the 

final plan to be delivered on December 7.   

 

The participants in the planning process should represent a broad cross-section of the larger 

community, including faculty, managers (senior and line), staff, and students (if possible).  

Technology staff should be included in the process, too. The optimal size of active 

participants should be about 30 people, if you can free up that many.   

 

h. Academic Master Plan (AMP) for WH 

Jay Siegel retained as our Consultant to develop the draft plan to be delivered by end of the 

academic year.  We will follow a similar process as with the TMP 

 

i.  Search for the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Committee completed the interview phase of the process.  My office will coordinate campus 

visitation (EH and WH) of candidates to meet administrator, faculty, staff, students, and 

community.  Please participate. 

 

 



5. Academic Affairs Update/Committee on Committees – Interim Vice Chancellor Joni Onishi 

See attachment 

a.  Curriculum – The AAS Degree modifications will be submitted by the October 1
st
 

deadline.  If the AS-NS with emphasis on Environmental Science submits by the October 

1
st
 deadline, then the program can be put into motion Fall 2013. 

b. The Prior Learning Assessment is a result of legislation where we need to provide the 

students opportunity to get credit for work experience (prior knowledge). 

c. Jason Santos taking care of Curriculum Central and is providing the training until we find 

a person to replace him. 

d. Committee on Committees – A college-wide survey just went out for volunteers to serve 

on committees.  Please encourage all your constituents to sign-up and return forms to 

Lori Medeiros. 

6. Administrative Affairs Update – Vice Chancellor Jim Yoshida (read by Monica Burnett) 

a. On-going renovations updates have been distributed via e-mail to all faculty and staff; 

and for folks to be careful and aware of the parking changes. 

b. Finally received approval to occupy the WH NLRC so efforts are on-going full speed 

ahead to unpack and set up the place so the facility can be fully operational as soon as 

possible. 

7. Student Services Update – Vice Chancellor Jason Cifra 

No report 

 

8. West Hawai‘i Update – Interim Director Beth Sanders 

a. Hazel was able to get keys to the new WH NLRC on Monday; and is busy unpacking and 

setting up. 

b. Hosted the Accreditation team chair yesterday.  She toured the campus and gave positive 

feedback. 

c. College Access Grant ended in August.  The GearUp grant ends September 25
th

 and 

working on closing out 4 main projects activities in the grant.  The first is promoting 

career access for the community and high schools; developing a compass preparation 

website to provide potential test takers links to sites with test taking strategies and sample 

questions; arranging for Konawaena High School students to visit the Kealakekua 

campus on September 17
th

 and October 17
th

; and distributing compass prep booklets to 

high school counselors to loan to students. 

d. Planning to purchase a page for Construction Career Day in Hilo in October; and College 

Career Day in November 15
th

; and working with the University Women’s club on the 

girls 5
th

 grade math and science. 

 

9. OCET Update – Interim Director Deborah Shigehara 

a. The 4
th

 quarter brochures are out and available in hard copy or on the OCET website.  

Highlighting speaker Glenn Furuya’s “Teamwork and Service Island Style” on October 

31
st
 at UH UCB. 



b. Received biofuel equipment from State Energy Sector Grant; will be putting it in the 

Diesel Shop; and will be offering to the community biofuel training. 

c. Tony will be attending the NACCE Conference in October of which the college is a 

member. 

d. On September 27
th

 the Zonta International will be at the Early Childhood Education 

Center working with the students on a project call “Hands Are Not for Hitting”.  This is a 

violence prevention activity. 

e. Debbie is on the Hui Kaua board, which is a local community board that supports UH 

Hilo and HawCC.  The board purchased our banners and has assisted us with graduation 

in the past.  They have done a lot for UH Hilo and now they really want to equally 

support HawCC.  They want to purchase the leis for graduation (both East and West 

campuses).  We just need to find out what kind of leis we want without duplication the 

kukui nut leis that UH Hilo uses.  Debbie is requesting t-shirts and will check if it can be 

for the students, faculty or both. 

 

10.  Unfinished Business 

a. Strategic Plan: 2011-2012 Report update – Monica 

 This is an on-going process that we are continuing working on to improve.  

Everyone was e-mailed the 2011-2012 progress report which was introduced at 

last month’s meeting.  The graphs were taken off to simplify the report.  Asking 

you folks to go back to your constituencies to solicited feedback on each goal.  

We are starting with Goal A and looking back at 2011-2012 because we want to 

ask if there is anything more that the programs/units can add now that the 

academic year is done.  Due date for feedback on Goal A is October 12
th

.  The 

report is also available on the Council website.  Requesting volunteers to help 

write the summary for Goal A.  Thank you Dorinna for volunteering.  If anyone 

else is interested, please e-mail me. 

b. E ‘Imi Pono Day/Assessment update – James Kiley 

 Had the final E ‘Imi Pono meeting yesterday.  There are two items of concern, 

one is working with WH to get a location with video connection to Hilo; and give 

a budget to Joni.  We have some interesting and fun activities at the event to align 

the program/unit learning outcomes to the ILOs, along with food and prizes.  

Flyer will be coming out today.  The event is next week Friday from 12-1:30pm. 

c. Accreditation/ACCJC visit – Monica 

 The Accreditation Team will be visiting October 15
th

 to October 18
th

.  The Team 

Chair is here today doing a pre-visit.  Please read the Self Evaluation Report.  

There will be more information available at our next Council meeting. 

11.  New Business 

a. Hale Aloha plans/rendering – Tony Kent 

 Requesting if the plans or the rendering could be made available to the campus 

and general public.  Tony Kent: Motion to recommend the Hale Aloha rendering 

be a splash page on the HawCC website.  Dorinna Manuel-Cortez seconds. 

b. Catering on campus – Tony Kent 

 People are interesting in have possible vending on campus especially during 

school breaks and after cafeteria hours.  Discussion followed.  Tony Kent:  



Motion to recommend Wala’au sessions to explore possible food vendors on 

campus.  Manai Kalua and Dorinna Manuel-Cortez seconds. 

 

12.    Announcements: John Morton’s campus visit – September 19
st
 , 2:00-4:00pm in the Cafeteria 

 

13.   Next Meeting: Friday, October 12, 2012, 12:00 to 1:15 PM, Location Hilo Conference Room 

6A and West Hawai‘i Admin. Conference Rm (vidcon).   

 Recorder:  Sandy Kama 

 

14.   Meeting Adjourned at 12:45pm 

 

Recorded by Monica Burnett 






